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8 thanks to the F N which hath 3 
us meet to be partafers of the Inheritance 
of the ſaints i in LY . 


Sraarr is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life. The vulture's eye 
cannot ſee it; no natural man, however 
poſſeſſed of the greateſt natural abilities, or 


however diligent in his reſearches after truth, 


can, ' by his wiſdom, find it oyt; yet the 
wayfaring man (though a fool in his own 
eſteem, or the eſteem of others), boingtan ght 
of God, — not err therein. | 


_—_ 


A 2 The 


1 
The path of truth lies directly between 


two extremes —legality on one hand, and 


licentiouſneſs on the other. We can never 
walk uprightly, according to the truth of 


the goſpel, unleſs enlightened with divine 
light, and continually upheld by divine 


power. If left to ourſelves, and to the vain 


reaſonings of our own minds, there is not an 


error, however abſurd, into which we may 
not fall. Have we not daily inſtances of 


| thoſe who for a time appeared to run well, 


who ſeemed very zealous and very religious, 


but who.are now declined from the profeſſion 
they once made, and are ſunk either i into Anti- 


nomian ſecurity, or elſe_into the dregs of 
legality? Have we not inſtances of others, 
who, having once made the ſtricteſt pro- 


feſſion, are now living habitually, openly, 
and preſumptuouſly, in the practice of ſome 
known fin? What ſhall we ſay to theſe 
things? I would fay, with St. Paul, © Never- 


„ theleſs the foundation of God ſtandeth 


* ſure, having this ſeal—the Lord knoweth 


e them that are his;“ or I would ſay, with 


St. John, They went out from us, but they 


„were not of us; for, if they had been of 
© us, they would no doubt have continued 
$ " "GG with” 


Shs : * 
T 


* with us.“ Perſeverance __ Cali prove 

us to be living branches in the livifig vine: 
every unfruitful branch (ſuch is every one 
who makes a profeſſion of the goſpel without 
being ee united to enn or 


offences come : we are likewiſe told Sits" 


«+ that there muſt be alſo hereſies; nd for 
this reaſon;. that EY tone are IR =__ 


be wade: wanabalſa. f CE d s 

{on cotitrary exiniors prevail gelpecting 
the Chriſtian's meetneſs for glory. One ſays, 
our meetneſs is all in Chriſt, and that too ini 
ſuch a manner as if there was no neceſſity 
for any change to be wrought in us, nor of 
any gracious inffuencẽs to be received by us: 
Another ſays, the ſoul; after juſtification; is 
continually to grow in a meetneſs for glory; 
as if we were not fit for heaven the moment 
we believed. I conſider each of theſe opi- 
nions as equally erroneous. The neceſſity 
of a real change, to be wrought in the foul 
by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt in the re- 


velation of Chriſt, is to me one of the firſt. 


and fundamental principles of the goſpel. In 
my opinion, no one can be ſaid to preach the 
FE - goſpel 


TT. 


goſpel who does not partieularly inſiſt upon 
this change. If the goſpel is power; if it is 


the power, of God, the rod of his ſtrength 5 
then; if that power is not inſiſted upon, the 
goſpel is not pręeaehed; and, if that power is 
not ee the Soſpel is not nn. 


To 25 that: a believer moſt RENE in crlteataiaſe, 


implies that he was not meet for heaven as ſoot: 


as he was juſtified. This opinion muſt tend ts 


bring the ſoul into darkneſs, diſtreſs, and bon- 


dage; and 16 to raiſe queſtions and ſcruples in 
the mind, as greatly to ſtrengthen unbe- 


lief. By being taught to look into ourſelves 


for a growth in meetheſs, we are taught to 


Paul ſays, is not wiſe. This is not looking 
unto Jeſus ; this ſuppoſes our meetneſs to 


eonſiſt in gracious qualifications, infuſed 
habits of grace, or in good tempers and 


| pare ourſelves among ourſelves ; which, St. 


diſpoſitions; rather than in our union with, 


knowledge of, and love to, Chriſt, by the in- 


dding of the Spirit, and by a PEER 


of the . nature. 


E : 
| tri ſpeaking from the words of my text 1 
" Rn to obſerve ths followidg method TER 


8 I kd, ew hay is meant t by the 
inheritance of the ſaints i in licht. 


II. What is our meetneſs for this iber 
ance: 


LI would mis w whit is meant by the 
inheritance of the Kints 3 in light. | LEO GOA 


An faficcitines; in the cotnmoti FRY 
ation of the word, rieans any worldly pot: 
ſeſſion which deſcends by beine 5 


To ihderitind: what is meant i the 3 in- 
heritance of the ſaints, it will be neveflary 


previouſly to * who are Nb 


This inquiry is neceflary, nat FR to h 
mine the nature of the inheritance, but alſo 
to ſtir us up to an examination Whether this 
character belongs to us, whether we are ins 
tereſted in this inheritance ; for what does it 
| ſignify to you or me who is intereſted in this 
inheritance if we are not? There is no true 
— where Chriſt is not received and 
7 enjoyed, 
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„„ 
enjoyed. It was the doctrine taught by 
Balaam; I ſhall ſee thee, but not now; 1 
4e ſhall behold thee, but not nigh.” The ſame | 
doctrine is taught by many in our day. It is 


the doctrine of unfelt faith, -and an unapplied 


Chriſt... 


We are not to conceive of the character of 


a true, ſaint from the liſt of thoſe who have 
been canonized by the pope, and who are 


called ſaints in the church of Rome; for 


very few of theſe were really the ſaints of 


God. The name of faint is generally given 


to the apoſtles and evangeliſts, by which 


ſome 


$ be led to ſuppoſe that the name 
belongs excluſively to them; I would there- 
fore obſerve, that this name belongs to the 
prophets and patriarchs as well as to the 


apoſtles and evangeliſts. Iſaiah, and all tlie 


other prophets, were as much ſaints as Peter 
and the other apoſtles of our Lord; in ſhort, 
the character of ſaint belongs to all who 
have believed; and it will en to all who 


Hereafter ſhall believe. 


| Some alive of the: character of a ſaint 
as if he was one who pretended to be better 


+ 
8. 


1 

in himſelf than others; but this is fo far 
from being true, that none entertain a worſe 
opinion of themſelves than thoſe who are 
really the faints of God. Job was a faint; 
and the language of his heart was this ; I am 
= vile; J abhor myſelf; I repent in duſt and 
— aſhes.“ Paul was a ſaint; and what was his 
language? The chief of ſinners—““ For this 
on cauſe,” ſays he, I obtained mercy, that 
„in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth 
& all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them 
« which ſhould hereafter believe.” —A faint 
is ſo far from being one who ſuppoſes him- 
ſelf better than others, that you may depend 
upon it he is no ſaint who can ſay to any 
man, Stand by come not near to me—T am 
holier than thou, —Such as theſe, God fays, 
6 are a ſmoke in my noſe; a fire that 
Co burneth all the day.” —He who can thank 
God that he is not as other men are, extor- 
tioners, unjuſt, adulterers, &c. is not a faint, 

but a Phariſce, He is one of thoſe who are 
pure in their own eyes, but never were 
waſhed from their fins. The faint knows 
that, whatever fins others may actually com- 

mit, he, if not reſtrained by grace, might | 


do 


(- 6 3 


406 the fame; for he feels that i in his 5 heart 


are : the ſeeds of every ſit. 


There will be ſaints upon the eatth as lien 


as God has a people who ſhall believe in his 


name. Theſe are ſaints; not by virtue 
of any inherent holineſs in themſelves, but by 


virtue of their union with, and relationſhip 
to, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe ate faints, 
| becauſe they are partakers of Chriſt's holi- 


neſs, and becauſe the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit 
of holineſs, dwells in them; 


Some talk of inhefent holineſs in ſuch 3 


manner as if there was a ſtock of grace put 
into our hands, and intruſted to our care and 


management; ſo that, inſtead of receiving 
continually out of that fulneſs which thers 
is in Jeſus, the ſtock is in ourſelves: This 


opinion appears to me to anſwer exactly to 
the gainſaying of Corah and his company. 
When thoſe men roſe up againſt Moſes and 


Aaron they cried out, The congregation 1s 
% holy every one of them.” This was a 
blefſed truth, as it reſpected the true church; 
the true Iſrael of God ; theſe, indeed, are a 
choſen 


(ny) 


choſen generation, A holy nation; 3.5 theſe 
were choſen in Chriſt, that they might be 
holy; but theſe are no otherwiſe holy than 
as conſidered in him, and as partakers of his 
holineſs. It is plain that Cotah and his com⸗ 
pany meant that the congregation Were holy 
in themſelves without their high prieſt 
becauſe they would have turned the high- - 
prieſt out of his office: it is exactly the ſame 
in our day. Thoſe, who know nothing of 
their union with Chriſt ; who never knew 
experimentally what it was to enjoy com- 
- munioh with him; who were never tnade 
partakers of his holineſs 4 are the loudeſt in 
crying out for inherent holineſs. And may 
we not ſay to theſe; as was ſaid to their pre- 
deceflors of old, Seek ye the prieſthood 
„ alſo ?'* Thoſe, who know themſelves and 
their ow hearts, and are made favingly ac- 
quainted with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for 
themſelves; will always be moſt forward to 
' renounce all pretenſions to any holineſs but 
what they have in, and receive from, Chriſt, 
We may obſerve this in Peter, who, when he 
had cured'a lame man, leſt the people ſhould 
ſuppoſe that there was ſome extraordinary. 
virtue in him, immediately cried out, not by 
* our power or holineſs.” We may obſerve 
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the ſame in Paul, hs when he had bee. 


giving a black catalogue of the vileſt charac- 
ters; leſt any ſhould ſuppoſe that he was 
making a compariſon. in order to ſhew how 


much better he was; broke off abruptly with 
this queſtion, Are we better than they!“ 


and anf wers immediately, No; in no it. 


True ſaints are * veſſels of mercy ; 
ele& according to the foreknowledgè of God 


the Father; predeſtinated to the adoption of 


ſons by Jeſus Chriſt ; ſet up from everlaſting. 
in Chriſt; heirs of God, as being joint heirs 
with Chriſt; ſo that, as St. Jude ſays, __ 
are ** ſanctified by God the Father.” 


True Giots wn Hewl aid t to be ſancti- 
fied in Chriſt, who of God is made unto them 
SANCTIFICATION, as well as wiſdom, righte- 
ouſneſs, and redemption. For this cauſe he 
took our nature upon him, that through 
death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of leath, that is, the devil. As the 
children therefore were partakers of fleſh and 
blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part 
of the ſame; ſo that both he that ſancti- 
« fieth, and they who are ſanctified, are all 


d of one.” For this cauſe Chriſt is expreſsly 


_ ſaid 


(23. 
ſaid to have ſuffered without the; gates; 6 5 
* the bodies of thoſe beaſts, whoſe blood i is 
"v8 brought into the ſanctuary by the high: 
te prieſt for ſin, are burnt without the camp, 
ſo Jeſus, that he might ſanctify the people 
Ne with his own blood, - ſuffered without the 
gate By the offering of the body of 
* once, for all the fins of all his people, 
the whole church, collectively as à body, 
Was ſanctified; for © he loved the church, 
and gave himſelf for it, that he might 
6. waſh it and W = 


True ſaints; as they are ſaid: to bs ſans jr 
by God the Father, and to be ſanctißed in 
Chriſt; ſo they are perſonally and individually 
ſanfified by the Holy Ghoſt, as the apoſtle 
ſays, But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti- 
< fied, but ye are juſtified, in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 
4 God.“ It is by the indwelling and oper- 
ation of the Holy Spirit that every believer is 
ſeparated from the world, and ſanctified as a 
veſſel meet for the maſter's uſe; for, a8 St. 
Paul ſays, our bodies are the temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and this Spirit, dwelling in us: 
purifies the heart by faith. We are no 


otherwiſe 


(14) 

otherwiſe Gints, than as . with and 
related to, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and as his 
Spirit dwells in us, purifying our hearts, and 


ſealing us to the day of rederqption. 


From hence it appears that true 1000 1 


thoſe who, according to God's eternal p pur- 
poſe, and the grace given them in Chriſt Je- 
ſus before the world was, are called in time 


to the knowledge of Chriſt are actually 
made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt are paſſed 
from death unto life are tranſlated from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son are born 
not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, but 
of God are brought nigh unto God by the 
blood of Jeſus, having their hearts {prinkled 
from an evil conſcience—are created anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God 
hath foreordained that they ſhould walk in 
them. Theſe ſerve, not in the oldneſs of 
the letter, but in newneſs of ſpirit,—Thele, 
as their underſtandings are enlightened in a 
meaſure to know the will of God, ſo they 
find and feel it their happineſs to do it—rhe/e, 
I fay, find their happineſs to he in propor- 
9g to their obedience - not for their obe · 

dience; 
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( 16 ) : 
Jience, but according to their obedjence, j i. e. 


2ccarding. as their minds are broy ght into 0 | 


ſubjection to Chriſt, and in captiyity to the 
goſpel— According as they are brought to live 
in dependance ypon the Lord far all things, 
and to receive daily ſypplies out of that ful- 
neſs, which there is in Jeſus, ſo proportignally 
they find and feel that there is all joy and 
peace in believing.— This i is their happineſs, 
to taſte and ſee that the Lord is good, to ad; 
mire the riches of SPI and to "IN in 1 
gr mY duration. - 


— Hog fir _ Wy 1 mean GY 


a faint, I now proceed. to. ſhey what their 
= qt 157 | 


St. Peter calls it an TE > incorrypti- 
ble, yndefiled, that fadeth not. AWAay, re- 
ſeryed in heaven, i. e. the final and full poſ- 
ſeſſion, the uninterrupted enjoyment of this 
inheritange, is in reſerye. St. Peter cannot, 
mean that nothing is received nor enjoyed in 
this life, for that would be to contradict the 
plaineſt teſtimony of ſcripture; for it is writ- 
ten, We which have believed do enter iuto 
fre. Fr. belieyer is ſaid to be ſealed with 

the 


„ 


the H oly Spirit of Promiſe—he has the earneſt 
of the inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchaſed poſſeſſion. — Faith is the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things 


e not "Hin As the grapes of Eſhcol were an 
earneſt to the Jews of the promiſed land, fo 


the believer enjoys in this life a. foretaſte of 
the joys to come. The public and glorious 


manifeſtation of the ſons of God will not be 
till that great day when the Son of man ſhall 


be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, with 
his holy angels, to preſent bimſelf, and the 


children whom the Father had given him, 
perfect as one body before the throne; yet 


«there is a manifeftation of our ſonſhip and 


adoption in Chriſt made to every believer, 
perſonally and individually, in this life; as it 
is written“ Becauſe ye are fons, God 


< hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his Son into 
| x your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. lt 


is by this ſpirit of adoption that we can look 
upon God as a reconciled Father, and as ſuch 
we can draw near to him acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear. | 


The Lord Live to Abraham the land of 
Canaan as the lot of his inheritance, *, by 
= promiſe ; : 


I 


* 7 * 
8 promiſe. The apoſtle lays partidulis ſtreſv 
upon this in his epiſtle to the Galatians; If, 


ſays he, the inheritance be of the law, it id 


no more of promiſe; but God gave it to Abra- 
ham by promiſe.Canaan was a type of 
the Chriſtian's inheritance. As the Jews en- 
joyed all the good things of that land rempo- 
rally, ſo the believer enjoys all good things 
ſpiritually in and from Chriſt, As the Iſs 


raelites . poſſeſſed themſelves of great and 


gobodlycities which they builded not=—houſes 


<< filled with all good things which they filled 


not- wells digged which they digged not 
«© vineyards and olive- trees which they planted 
& not” ſo the Chriſtian, without any labbur 
or pains on his part, is brought into the actual 


poſſeſſion and enjoyment of all thoſe benefits 


and bleſſings which were procured for him 


by Chriſt; and by union with him he is 


brought into the actual poſſeſſion and en- 
joyment of God himſelf; for, as God's choſen 
people are expreſsly called his inheritance, 
ſo God himſelf is called their inheritance. 


Moſes pleads with the Lord for his people 


upon this ground: Lord,” ſays he, they 
« are thy people and thy inheritance.” And 
ir! is ſaid 1 in another. place, The Lord's por- 
5 B bas tion 


Pg 


18 | } 
tion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his 
e inheritance;” on the other hand, the 
| räumt n. 1 The Lord is bong Pein. 15 


ben theſe plain eeflitmronive) of Arpad; 
1 infer, that God himſelf is the inheritance 
of the ſaints. It is certain that he made him- 
ſelf over to them in covenant.—“ This is 
the covenant that I will make with them, 
& faith the Lord— I will be to them a God, 


i and they ſhalt be to me a people: and 


in another place he ſays, I will dwell in 
In them, and walk in them.“ 


From drier God as the portion and 


mheritance of his people, I would draw this in- 
ference: that whatſoever advantages any one 


may derive from his worldly inheritance, thoſe 
advantages the ſaints derive ſpiritually from 


God himſelf, who is their inheritance. 


Do men, for the math part, place great 


dependance upon their riches? The faint, 
in a meaſure, is enabled to place his depend- 
ance upon God himſelf. Though he may 


feel his heart at times going out after ſome 


fooliſh ſcheme or fancy, yet the Lord gives 


him 


— 


( 19 2, 
bim to ſee his folly, and then he is covered 


with ſhame and confuſion of face,' that he . 


ſhould forget his good God and Saviour, who 
had hitherto defended him with ap fayour- | 
able Kindneſs a as with n <4 


DO 1 for he 3 na dies their 
| honour from their worldly poſſeſſions? The 
Chriſtian's honour-cometh from God only. 
And, as his inheritance is great, ſo his titles are 
high and honourable. He is a king and prieſt; 
he is born of God ;—he has the grandeſt 
equipage, the moſt numerous and ſplendid 
retinue; for angels are miniſtering ſpirits ap- 
pointed to wait on the heirs of ration. — 

Such honour have all the ſaints. 


Do men, in ts; furniſh. thenkſelves 
with all neceſſary ſupplies, according to their 
rank and ſtation, out of their worldly poſſeſ- 
fions ? In like manner the ſaints draw all their 
ſupplies from God himſelf, who ſupplies 
<< all. their needs out of his riches! in glory by 
« Chriſt Jeſus,” who is every thing to his 
people which they can want or wiſh. Eyes to 
tie blind—feet to the lame to thoſe who 
Have: no might he increaſes ſtrength.—He 


B 2 | filleth 


8 ( @ 3 
iti : 
44 flleth the hungry with good things, while 


1 the fich he ſends empty away. He is to the 
| thirſty ſoul a well of water ſpringing up unto 
_ everlaſting life. e clothes the naked with a 
I garment. e takes the poor who are caſt out 
11 into his houſe.— Le gives deliverance to the 
; captive, and ſets at liberty them that are bound. 
—He undoes the heavy burden, lets the op- 
* go free, and breaks way ous: e 
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1 Some of you may Gs; This: is a mere clas 
| ſody.—1 would anſwer, Theſe are the words 
of truth and ſoberneſs; all that IJ have been 
ſpeaking of is ſenſibly felt and experienced by 


the faint in this life: for, when the Lord is 
| graciouſly pleaſed to lift up the light of his 
[ Countenance upon the ſou], there is more joy 
5 experienced, in ſuch ſeaſons, than if our corn, 
| and wine, and. oil, increaſed—the joy is 
|. greater than the joy of harveſt, or of one who 
9 rejoices when he divides the ſpoil. There is 


all joy and peace in believing. The kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink; e ai 
and _ and | Joys in the. as os On 
The hk . this ie is called 
the inheritance.of the faints in light, J appre- 


1 N . hend, ( 


6 21 5 1 
hend, ſimply to be this. Becauſe all thoſe, who 
are made meet for this inheritance, have their 
underſtandings enlightened ; and it is by the 
ſpiritual light: which breaks in upon their 


minds chat they learn the nature, and receive 
be earneſt, aof this inheritarice. N 


I 5 Jig 1 0 * 'S * rye. . A „ nn 


II. 1 come now rtö- the N A pro- 
"eſa namely, to conſider our meetneſs for 


7 


this inheritance, | ber Polit ad agi ann 
f This act I conſider, as twofold— 
the one wholly wibout us, the other within 

us.—It is meet and right that all thoſe for 
whos Chriſt died ſhould | ſhare the bene- 
fits of his death. It is nothing but ſtrict juſ- 
tice, that thoſe; who were given to Chriſt— 
who were choſen in him 3 the founda- 
tions of the world -Whoſe names and nature, 
whoſe ſins and ſorrows, he bore in his own 


body upon the tree—who were concluded and 


comprehended in him in every part of his 


obedient life and meritorious death; ſhould, 

at the appointed time, be put into the actual 
poſſeſſion of that inheritance which is reſerved 
for them, and to which, by virtue of their co- 


33 is £15 on venank | 


venant MATEO to Cbrin, they have a 
claim of right, e ph 


* 
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the meetneſs my text ſpeaks of is within us. 
The apoſtle is telling the Coloſſians that, 
from the time he had heard of their conver- 
ſion, he had not ceaſed to pray for them 
and the ſubſtance of his prayer for them was, 


that they might be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord's will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual 


underſtanding that they might walk worthy 


of the Lord, unto all pleaſing, being fruitful 


in every good work, and increaſing in the 
knowledge of God— that they might be 
ſtrengthened with all might, according to his 


_ glorious power, unto all patience and long- 


ſuffering, with joyfulneſs. And, as he thus 


prayed for them, ſo likewiſe he tells them 


that he gave thanks for them to.the Father, 


who, ſays he, hath made us meet to be par- 


takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light: 
and goes. on—** Who hath. delivered us 
„ from the power of darkneſs, and hath 
« tranſlated us into the kingdom of his 
© dear Son; in whom we have redemption 


6 through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 


6 ui. Let me aſk, Is not the 3 in this 
| place 


( 23 ) 


place plainly ſpeaking of a change and deli- 
yerance wrought in the ſoul? Is he not 
ſpeaking of redemption received and expe- 
rienced by the forgiveneſs of fins? I am ſa- 
tisfied for myſelf that the apoſtle, in my 
text, means a meetneſs wrought in us. And, 
as a ſenſe of our own ſinfulneſs is our only 
meetneſs “ for receiving grace; ſo he, who has 
| a ſenſe of God's love, and a capacity for the 
enjoyment of God wrought in him by the 
Holy and Bleſſed Spirit; is meet for glory. 


Buy nature we have no knowledge of 


God; conſequently, we can have no love 


to him; and no deſire after thoſe divine, 
ſpiritual, and heavenly, enjoyments which 
ariſe entirely from a diſplay of his glory, and 
a a ſenſe of his grace and goodneſs, If you 
talk to men in genial of the enmity of the 
carnal mind againſt God, of the miſery and 
bondage which a ſoul experiences whilſt kept 

under the law,—ſhut up in a ſtate of unbelief ; 
if you talk to them of a deliverance out of 
that ſtate of bondage; of the love of God 

which was ſhed abroad in the heart when 


* All the meetneſs he requires, 
Is to ſee our need of him. N 

| ; | HarT's Hymns, - 
B 4 Chriſt 
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Chriſt was firſt revealed ;—of the preciouſneſs 
of thoſe ſeaſons which the ſoul enjoys from a 


ſenſe of pardoning grace and mercy—this is 


ealled enthuſiaſm. Why! becauſe they ſpeak 
evil of thoſe things which they know not; 
which they have no deſire after; and which 


they have no capacity for enjoying. When 


the vail of ignorance is removed; when he, 
who commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, hath. ſhined in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt; when, in 


conſequence of this, the love of God is ſhed 


abroad in our hearts by the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt; then, I lay that very moment— 
we are made as meet for the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light as ever We ſhall bet. 


If it ſhould be Nite Is: there no law _ 
work previous to this mectneſs ? 2 anſwer, 
Yes. St. Paul argues, What ſon is he 
0e whom the father Fü eee or educateth 
by: not! 2” In like manner, ſays the apo- 
ſtle, whom the Lord loveth he chaſten- 
$6 eth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he 


60 receiveth. The law 1 1s our ſchoolmaſter ; : 


+ When we have ſeen Feſus by the eye of faith, then 
we are fit! to die, as fit as ever we ſhall be. 
_ RoMaiNE's Notes on Lukes ll. 29, 39. 


and 


6 
and every one of God's children, not ona 
excepted, for a time are ſent to this ſchool z 
here they learn to renounce all dependance 
upon themſelves, and utterly to diſclaim any 
goodneſs or holineſs in themſelves, in order 


that they may be made n of ren 
bein. e ict ne 3g Meow 


Sons may object to this and fa e is 
no neceſſity for a law. work. I anſwer, 
Whereto then ſerveth the law ? Was it not 
added becauſe of tranſereſfion ? 7 IS not the 5 
knowledge of ſin by the law? Will any man 
receive Chriſt as a ſaviour till he finds and | 
feels himſelf a loſt ſinner? Are not all the 
| gracious invitati tions in God's word addreſſed 
to /enfible ſinners? Is not the invitation in 
Iſaiah to thoſe who thirſt? Ho, every one 
that thirſteth.”** Is not our Lord's invi- 
tation to thoſe who are weary and heavy laden? 
Will any fay that all men by nature are con- 
vinced of fin? I acknowledge that men by 
nature may be ſo far convinced as to o] that 
gi are ſinners; but they are not all ſpire 

tually convinced of fin, . e. of the evil af 
| ſin; nor of the fin of their nature. The 
works of the fleſh are manifeſtly. known to 
be ey il; t none gan ſee, by the light of 

nature, 
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pature, that the workings of a tad ſpirit are 


evil, and that the defire to eſtabliſh our own 
- righteouſneſs js adding rebellion to fin, We 


are all ſinners by nature and practice; but, in- 
ſtead of confeſſing ouf guilt and miſery, and 
acknowledging che juſtice of our ſentence, . 
we all of us, by nature, are going about to 
juſtify ourſelves; and, inſtead of crying out 
for mercy, we endeavour to do ſomething to 
make ſatisfaction for the fins paſt, and vainly 
ſuppoſe that we ſhall grow better, and do 


our duty for the time to come. On this ac- 
count a law work 1s necetfary, that, having 


the ſentence of death in ourfe]ves, * we may 
not truſt to ourſelves. 


58, 1 know, objected by POLE that, tq 
inſiſt upon any work of the Spirit upon the 
heart previous to converſion, is to ſhackle the. 
goſpel with conditions, qualifications, and 
pre-requitites. I anſwer, that there is no con- 
dition inſiſted upon, on our part, as if it was 
neceſſary for us to do any thing. It hes 
wholly with the Lord to work all our works 
in us. I only ſay that this is the way in 
which God works. No-man is alive to God 


but he who can ſay with Paul, .I through 


the law am dead to the law.“ Such à man 
| 5 BY has 


CE i 
has the work of t the law written in his — 
uſe, of thy Jaw, - 


As to qualifications ar pre-requiſites, . let 
me obſerve, that no- depth of diſtreſs can, 
in any ſenſe, recommend us to Gad; but, I 
muſt inſiſt upon it, no one can or will come 
to Chriſt, except thoſe who have heard and | 
learnt of the Father. Before honour is hu 
mility.— The Lord humbles before he ho- 
nours.—He always imbitters fin to the ſoul 
before he gives deliverance from the: guilt 
of it. He makes us, in a meaſure,” feel 
our miſery before he gives us to taſte his 
mercy, None but thoſe who haye felt their 
miſery can know how to prize 'mercy. 
Thoſe; wha have wandered in the wilderneſs 
in a ſolitary way, and found no city to dwell 
in, till, hungry and thirſty, their ſouls were 
ready to faint within them; will rejoice ſhould 
any kind hand lead them forth by a right 
Way, and bring them ſafe to a city of habita- 
tion, where ey Le AS Raye reſt and food. 


The law is good. if a man uſe it aui 
but woe be to them who put it to a wrong 
uſe, and call darkneſs light and light dard 

„ne 


5 C28) 


neſs.. Let the law ſtand as the miniſtration. 


1 of condemnation, revealing the wrath of God 
. _—_ againſt all unrighteouſneſs; let the goſpel 
Lt ſtand as the miniſtration of righteouſneſs, 
11 and, on that account, the power of God 
3 unto ſalvation to every one that believeth; 
tf for therein: the PI of God 18 re- 
| > vealed, from faith to faith. 


＋ 


„ 


God will ww; care that each of theſe 
diſtin& adminiſtrations ſhall have their due 
honour. If the miniſtration of death, written 
and engraven in ſtones, was glorious 3 which 
glory was to be done away; ſhall not 
the miniſtration of the Spirit be rather glo- 

Tious ? for, if the miniſtration of condemn- 
ation be glory, much more doth the mi- 
niſtration of righteouſneſs exceed in glory; 

for, even that which was made glorious had-” 

no glory in this reſpect, by reaſon. of the = ä 
glory that excelleth; for, if that which was 

done away was glorious, much more that 
which remaineth is glorious! 
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As it reſpe&s the work of the law written 
in the heart; I would not pretend to ſay how 
deep the diſtrefs muſt be, nor how long it 


an 


C) 
muſt continue; this only I contend for that 
4 knowledge of ourſelves always precedes a 
knowledge of Chriſt ;—a ſenſe of miſery 
makes us willing to receive mercy ; and, 
when the law Has been ſet home upon the 
heart, it will make us rejoice to find and feet 
that the law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 


Jeſus has made us free from the law of tc IQ 
and death. TN. a8 0 | 

Reſpecting the work of the law written in 
the heart, 1 would make another obſervation, 
which is this.— Though the believer, as St. 
Paul fays, is dead to the law; ; ſo that the law 
has no juſt authority over him, eicher to com- 
mand or to condemn ; nevertheleſs the leſſons, 
which the ſoul learnt under that ſchool; 

maſter, will be always uſeful to him. A boy, 
when taken from ſchool, is no longer under 
the maſter's laſh, nor the maſter's eye; but 
may find the leſſons he there learnt uſeful 
to him through life The heir differs no- 
thing from a ſervant, though lord of all, 
but is under tutors. and guardians till the 
time appointed of the father; but, when 
that time is come, he is no longer under 
their control. The only uſe the law can 
| | be 
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be of to a believer, is, (not as ſome fay; to 
ſhew him when he does right and when he 


does wrong, but) to ſhew kim that the beſt 


action of his life, if brought to that ſtandard, 
muſt be condemned; that, conſequently, as 
he received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo he muſt 
walk in him; a penſioner upon his bounty, — 


a debtor to mercy, —a ſinner ſaved by grace 


alone !—This then is the right uſe of the law, 
to ſhew me what a ſinner I am; that I might 
love that blefled Saviour who has delivered 


me from the curſe of the law; being made 
| a curſe for me, and who now; by his bleſſed 


Spirit, works in me both to will and to do 
of his own good pleaſure; 


J would ſeriouſly and earneſtly exhort you 
to take heed that ye be not deceived by thoſe, 
who, in order to make a fair ſhew in the 
fleſh, endeavour to confound the law and the 


goſpel. 


Surely there is a difference between ſerv- 
ing in the oldneſs of the letter and the 
newneſs of the ſpirit, or why does St. Paul 
ſpeak of ſuch a difference? Let me particu- 


larly recommend it to you to attend to this 


difference. The law is holy; and the com- 


mandment 


a change, he muſt as ſurely go to heaven as 


* 
mandment is holy; = and good; but yet 
there muſt be a diſtinction between obedience 
to the law and the obedience of faith—bes 
tween that obedience which is wrought in us 
by the Spirit of God, and our own perſonal 
obedience to any moral precept whatever,— 
The great thing to be inſiſted upon is,—the 


power of the goſpel, and the nature of Chriſt's 


kingdom as ſet up in the heart, where Chriſt 
alone rules and reigns by the ſeeptre of grace 
and truth, and thereby makes and keeps us a 


willing people. The believer yields obedience 


to Chriſt as King in Zion: —and this is the 
_ Chriſtian's reaſonable ſervice, to preſent his 


- ren At a living ſacrifice, 9 55 and R to 


From all int has been fad, L chte 
that whoever 1s taught of . God—enlightened 


Bog Spirit, —knows the myſtery of his will, 


is tranflated from darkneſs to light, —and 
is ſo paſſed from death unto life that he ſhall 
not come into condemnation—muſt undoubt- 
edly be meet for the inheritanee of the ſaints 
in light; and, if ſuch a one was to drop down 
dead the very moment he! experienced ſuch 


the 
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the thief upon the eroſs, whom our Lord cars 


ried with him in his ee as a n of 


| ary. 


Who ſhall was that Gal from Chriſt ? 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of that 


ſinner whom God bath juſtified ?—IF, ſays 
r Paul, it is God WhO jultifieth, who is he 
that, condemneth ?—l5 not a ſoul meet for 


heaven when he 1s waſhed, Sandi, fied, and 


Juſt fed, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
by the ſpirit of our God? An what ſenſe would 
you have ſuch a ſoul to grow in meetneſs ? 

Is he not born of the Spirit ?—Is he not made 
| partaker of a divine nature ?—ls he not juſti- 
fied from all things Is he not clothed with 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ?—Is he yot ſealed 
with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe What fur- 


ther meetneſs do you want? * 


Some will ſay he muſt be more holy—1 
would aſk, is not Chriſt then perfectly holy? 
If Chriſt is holy, I inſiſt upon it the be- 


liever is made a partaker of his holineſs. 


Some, perhaps, will ſay—all we mean is, 
that we mult grow in grace.—If this is what 
you: mo”, ibis A to me very Went 

from 


— 


0 
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8 from what is generally underſtood by growing 


in meetneſs; for he, who grows in grace, 


grows daily more and more out of conceit 
with himſelf, and more and more in love 
with Jeſus Chriſt. He, who grows in grace, 


feels more and more of his own weakneſs, and 
the neceſſity of being kept by the power of 
God. He, who grows in grace, ſees more and 
more of the treachery of his own heart, and 
the ſinfulneſs of fallen nature; and ſees more 
and more the neceſſity of applying for freſh 


| fupplies of grace, and renewed tokens of God's 


R our and lovipg-kindnefs. | 


God forbid that I ſhould deny a growth in 
grace.—I know I have been hut with it : 


but 1 would only ſay, —it i is one thing for me to 


grow in grace, and. another thing for grace to 
grow in me, — which ſeems to be the favourite 
opinion. 


| 1 ſhall anſwer one objection, and conclude. 5 15 
It has been aſked—If a believer is meet for a 
heaven as ſoon as he is juſtified, Why does 
not God take him home Immediately to 
: himſelf F | 
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believers, who are enliſted under the banners of 


oppoſe the enemies of the truth; to teſtify of 


this life. 


„ 
I might give many reaſons in anſwer to 


this objection ; but, if one will not ſuffice, 1 
do not r that many will. 


God will _—_ maintain a church militant 
upon this earth: this church is made up of 


the croſs, and are engaged in the Lord's con- 
troverſy.—So, then, the believer is left to 


the deeds of the fleſh, one and all, that 
they are evil; and to teſtify of the grace and 
goodneſs of God,—as actually received, and 
ſenſibly felt and experienced, * the ſoul in 


While ſome are contending for free - will; 
good works; perſonal obedience to the law; 
2 t faith; inherent holineſs; and perfection 


in the fleſh ; others are contending for free, 


ſovereign, and diſcriminating e a free, 
full, and finiſhed ſal vation for the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt imputed for the teaching and 


_ teſtimony of the Holy Spirit—for ha con- 


tinued communication of all true holineſs. 
from Chriſt as the head of influence—and for 


perfection in Chriſt alone. Some think God's 


I controverſy © 
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| Seer lies wholly with the profane 
world: — I am perſuaded that it lies as well 
with the profeſſing world: —in ſhort, it lies 
with all who are not brought into ſubjection 
to Chriſt, and obedience to the golpes, . .__. 


I pray God that ſuch of us, who are made 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
ſaints, may be enabled, by an unblameable 
converſation, to walk as becometh ſaints; 
and to ſhew forth the high praiſes of him 
who hath called us out of darkneſs into light, 
not only by our lips but in our lives, giving 
up ourſelves wholly to his ſervice, and walk- 
ing before him in holineſs and righteouſneſs 
all our days; ſo that, being made free from ſin, 
and become ſervants to righteouſneſs, we may 
have our fruit unto holineſs, 1 the end ever 


laſting life. 


THE END, 


63 PERe- 
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Tut Sinner, who by precious F AY 
Has felt his Sins forgiv'n, 

Is from that Moment paſs'd from Death, 
And ſeal'd an Heir of Heav'n. 


Tho- thouſand Snares encloſe his Feet, 
Not one thall hold him faſt ;; 
Whatever Dangers he may meet, 
He ſhall get ſafe at laſt. 


Not as the World the Saviour gives; 
He is no fickle Friend : | 

Whom once he loves he never leaves, 
But loves him to the End. 


The Spir't, that would this Truth withſtand, 
Wauld pu od's Temple down, 

Wreſt Jeſu's Sceptre from his Hand, 
And ſpoil him of his Crown. 


Satan might then full Vict'ry boaſt ; 


The Church might wholly fall : 
If one believer may be loit, 


It follows ſo may all. 10 FE 38 


But Chriſt in ev 'ry Age has prov'd 
His Purchaſe firm and tres 
If this Foundation be remov'd, 


W hat ſhall the Righteous dot 


Brethren, by this your Claim abide, 
This Title to your Bliſs : 
Whatever Loſs you bear beſide, 


O! never r give up This. 
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Since the Death of the late Mr. WzsLzY, many Controverſies & 
55 having taken plagg between the Hearers of the late Mr, 


Wm1TEFIBED and the Hearers of Mr. Weſley, reſpeting 
| 8 | the Sentiments of each, it has been thought adviſable to re- 
95 publiſh a Letter of the late Mr. Whitefield's, for: rinted 

in the. Year' 17 525 and ſold at the Tabernacle, | orfields, 
1 t all way be en ed to judge for , 
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10 THE GODLY IN CHRIST JESUS. 


Turn you to the . Je pri ioners of hope. Prove all things 
bold faft Woe which ts good. | 3 


God's Operations of Grace, permit me to ſay, 
that in every age Satan has had his engines planted 
againſt Mount Zion, the church of the living 
God, the beloved city,” either to diſtreſs or to 
| deſtroy her. Among others, falſe apoſtles, falſe - 
miniſters, falſe doctrines, were none of the leaſt, 
in order to pervert the right ways of the Lord, and 
to turn aſide the art * the panes of under- 
ſtanding. 

In the days of the Rev. Mr. Hufſey, the author 
of this precious and experimental treatiſe, they 
abounded. Miniſters of Satan transformed into 

Angels of light, appeared to him more deteſtable and 
more dangerous to the church and fold of Chriſt, 
| | than open oppoſers of the truth as it is in Jeſus. Such 
' * wolves in ſheeps cloathing had crept in unawares, not 
merely to ſpy out, but, if poſſible, to root out the 
liberties and privileges of the children of God. 
Theſe baſe ends they endeavoured to accompliſh, 


5 


not by fair, open, avowed oppoſition to the truth. 


but by holding it in unrighteouſneſs; walking in 
ctaftineſs, in half-heartedneſs, and hypocriſy; by 
feigned words, making merchandize of the ſimple 
and their experiences; holding the letter of the 
word, but denying the ſpirit of it; holding the form, 
but denying the power of it: from ſuch he turned 
away. 5 

Their buſineſs was, to aim oblique ſtrokes at 
Chriſtian experience, © Remove the foundation and 


of 


, ,, CO e —— 


ESPECTING Mr. Hoſſey's Treatiſe! on 


what ſhall the righteous do?“ Confound the marks 


\ 
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« Fre N ͤn„«„ K 2 5 "W LY * L * 4 2. 2" 
00000 COD BOFERATIONS or GRACE. oF ij 


of found „ 4 10 the hope of the rightrous MY 
is removed like a tree. Theſe baſe ends were to 3 
be accompliſhed, by calling an affurance of-fairh, 9 
vain preſumption —a good hope, a falſe notion 
communion with Father and Son through the Spirit, 
forced i imagination—repentance unto life, a thing | 


uncertain —an application of the word of life and 


promiſe to the ſou}, fanaticiſm and deluſion -in 


ſhort, that a life of faith in the Lamb of God, was 
not ſo much to be depended on as a life of doubting 
that the love of God ſhed abroad in the heart, was 
not ſufficient to produce good works, unleſs Qaviſh — 
fear was mixed with it. | 
Thus, theſe arch heralds of 155 Atempesg to 
deſtroy the believer's ſtanding on the Rock of 


Ages, to tear from his boſom every ground of 5 | 


comfort, and pluck him from his ſtrong holds, by 


firſt obliterating the marks of his regeneration, ſon - 4 


. ſhip, and intereſt in Chriſt ; and then, if poſſible, 
debaſe him to the level of their own uncertainties. 
Vet, to give a finiſhing ſtroke to the wh le, brand 
m with the odious name of Antinomian, while 
themſelves, as enemies to the power of godlineſs, 
were the only characters in the world that deſerved it. 
-In oppoſition to ſuch, and in order to ſtop the 
., mouths of ſuch betrayers of the flock of Chriſt, the 
Lord raiſed up our author, and cauſed him to ſend 
forth this treatiſe, oa GOD's OPERATIONS of 
GRACE ; who, well aware of the craft of his adver- 
= was, in the ſtrength of the Lord, enabled to 


hold forth and defend thoſe truths its enemies bad 5 | "0 


endeavoured to obſcure; deſcribing, 


The marks, evidences, privileges difficulties, — 8 


and 8 of the children of Gogh 
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"The 1 65 * Chi, i in | ts 5 HE offi * 3 
| charattrs and covenant engagements, K. 
The abiding influence and ſufficiency of . 
1 Ghoſt to teach his people, and goide them mo . 
al. truth. 2 
The jvileges of aints, and. the. portion of 
| hypocrites: 4 
The work of Chriſt's miniſters, and the devices 4 
. of Satan's meſſengers. ö 
it - The ſufficiency of Chriſt, 2nd the auge er 
j . of every thing ſhort of him. 
Now, reader, for your ſake as well as my own, 
51 By 1 have re-publiſhed this; if you know your intereſt , 
| in theſe things, happy are you. If you do not, de 
adviſed ; rely on no man's bare word; hear for your. | : 
felf, read for yourſelf, pray for yourſelf, and get a 
knowledge of your intereſt in Chriſt for yourſelf; 
ſuch a thing is to be had, and without it religion is 
| vain. Therefore, prove all things; hold faſt that 
2 | .- whichis good; be not deceived d, God is not mocked; 
1 'f* whatſoevera man ſoweth, cherche aff all@reap for 
be chat ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhalkgf the fleſh reap cor- 
|, ruptions but he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of 
the Spirit reap ſife everlaſting.” That the latter may 
2 po den, is the wiſh of, Tour' * be — 
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mur SCARCE AND VALUABLE TREATISE ON THE 
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1 HUMAN LEARNING. 
1 By SAMUEL H O W. 
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